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Discolithina rectipons HAQ, 1968 

Fig. 1 - Scanning electronmicrograph of 
Discolitlzina 1·ectipons HAQ, n. sp., distal view. 

Negative SM/B 39. x 12,800. 
Fig. 7 - Transmission electronmicrograph 
of Discolitlzi11a rectipons HAQ, n. sp., d 'stal 
view. Holotype negative E 461. x 8,800. 
Fig. 8 - Photomicrograph of Discolitlzina 
rectipons. Positive phase-contrast, distal view. 

X 3,100. 
Fig. 9 - Same as fig. 8. Negative phase

contrast. 

Description: 

Discolithina 
rectipons 

Diagnosis: Elliptical discoliths with a bridge at right angle to the long axis, spanning the central 
opening and dividing it into two large almost circular windows. 

Description: The single transmission electron micrograph available of this species (fig. 7) 
shows a broad rim composed of thin flat crystals superimposed on each other and arranged in 
a spiral manner. Towards the inner edge of the rim the crystals become straight and lie at right 
angles to the outline of the ellipse and are slightly raised above the rest of the rim so as to form 
an << inner rim >>. The bridge is formed by the extension of some of these straight crystal-rays 
along the short axis at 90 degrees to the long axis. The crystal-rays taper towards the centre 
so that only three or four large rays reach the medial line and touch the rays of the opposite 
side, but do not merge with them. The bridge divides the opening into two large circular win
dows. The photomicrographs (figs. 8, 9) do not show much beyond the main structure, i.e. 
a broad rim and two circular windows on each side of the bridge, which is perpendicular to the 
long axis of the ellipse. 
The single scanning electronmicrograph available (fig. 1) shows the distal view of a small spe
cimen (length about 4.2 11-) with a broad rim, and a bridge perpendicular to the long axis di
viding the central opening into two semi-circular windows. 

Dimensions of holotype: length 8.5 fL, width 6,6 fL, diameter of the windows 2.5 11-· 
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Remarks: 

This species is similar to Discolithina pulcheroides in having a similar broad rim and crystals 
extending into the centre, but not merging, to form a bridge. However, in the present species 
the detailed structure of the rim, the angle of the bridge to the long axis, and the shape of the 
windows are different from D. pulcheroides. 

Type level: 

Upper Eocene. 
Occurrence: Few spectmens encountered m the present samples. 

Type locality: 

The samples studied came from borehole Hohne 1001; level 115,7-121,7 m, bags 1-6, collected 
at one meter intervals; NW Germany. 

Depository: 

Type collection, Geological Institute, University of Stockholm, Sweden. Holotype: negative 
n. E461. 

Author: 

Bilal Ul Haq U.Z., 1968, p. 39; pl. 7, figs. 7-9; pl. 11, fig. 1. 

Reference: 

Studies on Upper Eocene calcareous nannoplankton from NW Germany. Stockholm Contri
butions in Geology, vol. 18, n° 2, pp. 13-74, pls. 1-11, text-figs. 1- 3. 
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